
Cavern	Drakensberg	Resort	–	Find	Us	

GPS	Co‐ordinates	
With newer GPS devices you can search for the Cavern Drakensberg Resort. 

For older GPS devices, please enter these co-ordinates into your GPS / Sat-Nav: 
28 Deg 38.087 minutes South 
28 Deg 57.592 minutes East 

Alternatively, consult the map below. 

 

Directions from Johannesburg: 

• Take the N3 South towards Durban, until Harrismith. 
• From there take the N5 West towards Bethlehem for 4 km only. 
• Turn left onto the R712 / R74 (Signposted towards Qwa-Qwa & Alternative Route to Durban) 
• Travel for a further 8km only. 
• Turn left following the R74 towards Bergville, and down the Oliviershoek pass. 
• After 38km, the road levels out. 
• Turn right towards the Northern ‘Berg Resorts. 
• After 6 km turn right again towards The Cavern, Alpine Heath and Hlalanathi. 
• The Cavern is at the end of this 10km tarred road. 

Directions from Durban: 

• Travel north on the N3 towards Johannesburg. 
• After passing Estcourt Shell Ultra City, take the Ladysmith, Bergville and Northern ‘Berg Resorts Offramp 

(R74). 



• Turn left towards Winterton and Bergville. 
• Travel through Winterton and 30km past Bergville. 
• There, turn left towards Northern ‘Berg Resorts. 
• After 6 km turn right towards The Cavern, Alpine Heath and Hlalanathi. 
• The Cavern is at the end of this 10km tarred road. 

Alternative Route 

Dear Guests, 

Due to the roadworks near Harrismith, and after some comments from recent guests, we feel it is appropriate 
that we examine alternative routes between the N3 Harrismith and the Northern Drakensberg turn off at foot of 
Oliviershoek pass. 

Note – for the 3 routes indicated below, the comparison is between the N3 off ramp at Harrismith, and the turn 
off into the Northern Drakensberg at the foot of the Oliviershoek pass. The rest of your journey is excluded. 

Heading colours correspond to the route colour on the Google maps image attached. 

 

 
For a larger image please view the website 

1.0 – Original Route 

1.1 – Harrismith to Northern Berg turn-off on R74 

• Take N5 exit to Bethlehem 
• Travel 5km West toward Bethlehem (Bloemfontein) 
• Turn Left Towards Phuthaditjhaba 
• Travel 9.2 km 
• Turn Left and ignore the road closed signs 
• Travel 14km through the abandoned roadworks 
• Travel 18km to the foot of the pass 
• Turn Right to the Northern Berg 

1.2 – Northern Berg to Harrismith 



• Arrive at R74 from Northern Berg 
• Turn Left 
• Travel 18km North 
• Continue with caution through the abandoned roadworks 
• Travel 14km to T junction 
• Turn Right 
• Travel 9.2km to T junction 
• Turn Right 
• Travel 5km to the N3 
• Take glide on towards Johannesburg 

1.3 Statistics 

• Total 46km 
• Average Speed 75kph 
• Time 30 – 40 minutes 

1.4 – Advantages 

• Tar (mostly) 
• Journey time is significantly shorter than the alternate routes 

1.5 – Disadvantages 

• Bumpy road – large potholes 
• Unsuitable for low vehicles 

2.0 – Alternative 1 – Dirt 

2.1 – To Northern Berg via some dirt 

• At Harrismith Take the N5 Exit (Bethlehem) 
• Travel 1.8 km West 
• At the 4 way stop, turn left (WilgePark) 
• Travel South 14.6 km 
• Turn Right 
• Travel South Westerly 10km to a T junction 
• Turn Left 
• Travel South for 7km to a T junction 
• Turn Left 
• Travel 16.2 km south down the Oliviershoek Pass 
• Turn Right to Northern Berg 

2.2 – Getting Back to Harrismith on dirt 

• Arrive at R74 from Northern Berg 
• Turn Left (North) 
• Travel 16.2km 
• Turn Right (Kerkenberg) 
• Travel 7km North to the Side Junction, 
• Turn Right 



• Travel 10 km North Easterly to a T junction 
• Turn Left 
• Travel North 14.6km 
• At the 4 way stop, Turn Right 
• Travel 1.8km and take the Johannesburg on ramp onto the N3 

2.3 – Statistics 

• Total 50km 
• Average Speed 60kph 
• Time +/- 50minutes 

Note, I drove this in my Peugeot 307 (2 wheel drive hatchback) in a severe thunderstorm, and had no problems. 

2.4 – Advantage 

• The road condition is as you would expect it to be, as a dirt road. i.e. you are not disappointed because 
of expectations of a good road, as you would be when you encounter the abandoned roadworks on the 
R74 

2.5 – Disadvantage 

• Distance travelled is further, and journey time is longer than the R74 route 
• Narrow dirt roads 
• Slow speeds 
• There are some small patches without cell phone coverage 

3.0 – Route to Northern Berg – N3 via Bergville 

3.1 – N3 to Bergville, back to Northern Berg 

• Drive on toward Ladysmith (N3) 
• After 53km follow the original N3 not the alternate route 
• After another 17km take the off ramp and turn right toward Bergville 
• Drive 33km to Bergville 
• Turn right toward Harrismith 
• Drive 30km to the Northern Berg turn off 
• Turn Left 

3.2 Northern Berg to Harrismith via Bergville and N3 toll 

• Arrive at R74 from Northern Berg 
• Turn Right to Bergville 
• Travel 30km 
• At Bergville turn left towards Ladysmith 
• Travel 33km 
• At N3 take left on ramp to Toll N3 North 
• Travel 17km 
• Pay Toll 
• N3 joins the alternate route from Ladysmith 
• Travel up Van Reenens Pass 



• After 53km arrive in Harrismith and continue your journey 

3.3 – Statistics 

• Average Speed 105kph 
• Time 75 minutes 
• Distance 133km 

3.3 – Advantage 

• No stoppage 

3.4 – Disadvantages 

• Increased Cost (engine running longer) 
• Toll R27.00 
• 20 to 30 minutes longer journey 
• 85km longer than original route 

Conclusion: 

During normal traffic, there is no advantage to the alternative routes. Both routes add to your journey distance 
and travelling time. The route down Van Reenens Pass on the N3 has the added cost of a toll. 

However, should you decide to use the original route, make sure your vehicle is suitable. Very low vehicles and 
vehicles with low profile tires are unsuitable to travel along the R74. While travelling through the 14km of 
abandoned roadworks, you must maintain a speed of under 40kmph or you may damage your vehicle. 
Additional caution is needed because there is 2 way traffic where there is only space for 1 way traffic. 

During the long weekends, we do believe the congestion will add to the journey time, and under those conditions 
the alternatives may be a better bet. 

 


